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PREFACE 

 

In 2007 I was asked to prepare a short history of the Druidsô Hall for 

inclusion in the one hundred and fiftieth year celebrations programme. 

Whilst preparing this much of the early history of The Holme Valley 

Lodge began to unfold, and as this had not been previously documented I 

felt that it should be recorded before much more of it became forgotten. 

The minutes of the Lodge meetings held between its commencement in 

1855 and 1878 were unfortunately lost many years ago but it was 

nevertheless possible to piece together the early history from the 

documents in our possession and also reference to the newspapers printed 

in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Whilst there are no records of the first twenty years of the Lodgeôs 

existence much information was gleaned from the newspapers of that time, 

particularly relating to its founding members who are very well 

documented. 

I would like to thank the Huddersfield Examiner for kindly allowing me to 

use several of their reports of events that occurred during that period. 

Many interesting facts have come to light during my researches, many 

previously unknown both to myself and to the members of The Holme 

Valley Lodge. 

This history, which has taken over two years to compile, became to a great 

extent a labour of love and one which I have thoroughly enjoyed pursuing. 

Whilst certain events recorded may not appear at first sight to relate to The 

Holme Valley Lodge they do nevertheless bear some relevance to the 

decisions that were made by its members at that time and give an insight to 

the events which have taken place in the Holme Valley and beyond over 

the last one hundred and fifty years and which have in some way involved 

the members of The Holme Valley Lodge. 

Unlike many lodge histories, its chapters do not necessarily relate to one 

particular subject but have been written, very much in the form of a diary, 

recording the events in the sequence that they happened.   

My thanks must be expressed to W. Bro. Derek Beaumont for his 

encouragement and help in correcting certain anomalies and for pointing 

me in the right direction with regard to certain areas of research.  Also to 

W. Bro. Brian Martyn for his help in preparing this book for publication.  
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A NEW LODGE IS FORMED  

 

On Saturday, the 12th May 1855, three years after the great flood caused by the 

bursting of the Bilberry reservoir, a disaster that devastated the village of 

Holmfirth, the following article appeared in the Huddersfield Chronicle;   

 

FREEMASONRY;  We understand that some influential brethren of this 

ancient fraternity, resident in this neighbourhood, contemplate the 

formation of a new masonic lodge at the Victoria Hotel, Holmfirth, the 

large room of which is specially adapted for the purpose, having been 

originally planned with an eye to a lodge, as some masonic emblems let 

into the plasterwork would indicate.  As we ourselves take pride and 

pleasure in the avowal that we belong to the craft, we may venture to 

predict that the introduction of ñthe mystic artò into this favoured locality, 

under proper auspices and management, will commend itself to the 

attention and esteem of a large number of right-thinking men of all classes; 

that many will flock to its standard; and that its blessings and advantages 

will be rapidly diffused.  We learn that the necessary petition for a warrant 

to hold the lodge has been numerously signed, and forwarded to the Grand 

Lodge in London for confirmation, and that it is expected the new lodge 

may be opened the early part of next month.ô  
 

Seventeen Brethren from five lodges signed the petition which read as follows: - 

 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master 

of the Fraternity of Ancient Free and accepted Masons of England. 

 

We the undersigned being regular registered Masons of Lodges mentioned 

against our respective names, having the prosperity of the craft at heart are  

anxious to exert our best endeavours to promote and diffuse the genuine 

principles of the art and for the consequency of our respective dwellings and 

other good reasons, we are desirous of forming a New Lodge to be named The 
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Holme Valley Lodge.  In consequence of this desire, we pray for a Warrant of 

Constitution, empowering us to meet as a regular Lodge at the Victoria Hotel, in 

Holmfirth in the County of York, on Friday nearest to the full moon in every 

month, and there to discharge the duties of Masonry in a constitutional manner, 

according to the forms of the Order and the Laws of the Grand Lodge.  And we 

have nominated and do recommend Brother Cookson Stephenson Floyd to be the 

first Master, Brother Joseph Mellor to be the first Senior Warden and Brother 

John Burton to be the first Junior Warden of the said Lodge.  The prayer of this 

Petition being granted, we promise strict Obedience to the commands of the 

Grand Master and the Laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

 

C.S. Floyd   P.M. 342  P.P.S.G.W. of  

West Yorkshire   

Bentley Shaw   P.M. 342  P.P.J.G.W.   do.  

James Peace   P.M. 342  P.P.J.G.WD. 

William Kilner   P.M. 763  P.P.G.S.W. 

William Smith   P.M. 365  P.G.D.C. 

Frederick Robert Jones  W.M.174 

Joseph Batley   W.M.342 

Edward Fozzard  P.M. 422 

Geo. Eastwood   S.W. 174 

William Aston   S.W. 365 

Charles Dyson   J.W.  174 

Thomas Dyson   M.M. 342 

John Burton   M.M. 342 

James Taylor   M.M. 342 

William Dransfield  M.M. 342 

Joseph Mellor   M.M. 365 

John Moorhouse Woodhead M.M. 365 

 

Holmfirth 

26th May 1855 

 

The following letter of recommendation from the Masters and Wardens of the 

Lodge of Harmony, the Huddersfield Lodge and the Lodge of Truth accompanied 

the application: 

 

We the undersigned being the Masters and Wardens of the Lodge of Harmony 

No.342 of the Huddersfield Lodge No. 365 and of the Lodge of Truth No. 763 

respectively Do most cordially recommend the petition of our Brethren for a 
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warrant to hold a Lodge at Holmfirth believing it to be for the good of the craft 

that a Lodge should be opened there where a sufficient number of Brethren 

already reside to carry on the Lodge with efficiency. 

 

Joseph Batley Jnr  W.M.  Lodge 

N.S. Thornton   S.W.  of Harmony 

D. Bottomley   J.W.   342 

Joshua Lee   W.M.  Huddersfield 

William H. Anston  S.W.  Lodge 

William Hanson   J.W.  No. 365 

George L. Wright  W.M.  Lodge of Truth 

Walter Bradley   S.W.  No. 763 

J.A. Bottomley   J.W. 

 

Huddersfield 

26th May 1855 

Credit must be given to Grand Lodge for the speed with which they dealt with this 

application, for on the 7th June A.L.5855, A.D.1855 the following Warrant of 

Constitution was approved and subsequently issued on the 7th June 1855 by Grand 

Lodge at a cost of £7.7.6d.  Strangely however payment for the warrant does not 

appear to have been made until the 26th February 1858, some seven months after 

the consecration of the Lodge. 

 

To all our Right Worshipful and Loving Brethren. 

 

We, Thomas Dundas Earl of Zetland; Baron Dundas, of Aske, in the County of 

York, Grand Master of the Most Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of free and 

accepted Masons of England,  

 

SEND GREETING: 

 

Know ye that we, by authority and under the sanction of the United Grand Lodge 

of England, vested in us for that purpose and at the humble petition of our Right 

Trusty and Well Beloved Brethren, Cookson Stephenson Floyd, Joseph Mellor, 

John Burton, Bentley Shaw, James Peace, William Kilner, William Smith and 

others DO HEREBY CERTIFY the said brethren into a Lodge of Free and 

Accepted Masons, under the title and denomination of No.937, THE HOLME 

VALLEY LODGE. 

The said Lodge to meet at the Victoria Hotel, Holmfirth, in the County of York, on 

the Friday nearest the full moon in every month empowering them in the said 
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Lodge when duly congregated, to make, pass, and raise Freemasons according to 

the Ancient Customs of the Craft of all Ages and Nations throughout the known 

world: and further at their said Petition and of the great trust and confidence 

reposed in every of the above named Brethren We do appoint the said Cookson 

Stephenson Floyd to be the First Master; the said Joseph Mellor to be the first 

Senior Warden; and the said John Burton to be the first Junior Warden, for 

opening and hold the said Lodge, and until such time as another Master shall be 

regularly elected and installed, strictly charging that every Member who shall be 

elected to preside over the said Lodge, who must previously have served as 

Warden in a warranted Lodge, shall be installed in the Ancient form and 

according to the laws of Grand Lodge, that he may hereby be fully invested with 

the dignities and powers of his office, and we do require you the said Cookson 

Stephenson Floyd to take special care that all and every the said Brethren are or 

have been regularly made Masons, and you and they and all the Members of the 

said Lodge, do observe, perform, and keep the Laws, Rules and Orders mentioned 

in the Book of Constitutions and all others which may from time to time be made 

by our Grand Lodge, or transmitted by us or our Successors, Grand Masters, or 

by our Deputy Grand Master for the time being.  

And we do enjoin you to make such By-laws for the Government of your Lodge as 

shall, to the majority of the Members appear proper and necessary, the same not 

being contrary to or inconsistent with the general Laws and Regulations of the 

Craft, a copy whereof you are to transmit to us.  And we do require you to cause 

all such By-laws and Regulations and also an account of the proceedings in your 

Lodge to be entered in a book to be kept for that purpose; and you are in no wise 

to omit to us or to our successors, Grand Masters, or the Right Honourable 

Charles Anderson Worsley Pelham, Earl of Yarborough, Baron Yarborough, 

Baron Worsley________ our Deputy Grand Master for the time being, at least 

once in every year a list of Members of your Lodge, with the names and 

descriptions of all Masons initiated therein and Brethren who shall have joined 

the same with the fees and monies payable thereon, it being our will and intention 

that this one warrant of constitution shall continue in force so long only as you 

shall conform to the Laws and Regulations of our Grand Lodge, and you the said 

Cookson Stephenson Floyd are further required as soon as conveniently may be 

to send us an account, in writing, of what shall be done by virtue of these 

Presents. 

Given under the hand and Seal of the Grand Lodge, at London, on this 7th June, 

A.L. 5855, A.D. 1855 

 By Command of the M.W. Grand Master. 

YARBOROUGH, D.G.M. 

WILLIAM H. WHITE, G.S. 
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Following the approval of the warrant the following item appeared in the 

Huddersfield Chronicle on Saturday, 30th June 1855. 

 

óFREEMASONRY, -  A warrant of constitution under the seal of the Grand Lodge 

of England has just been issued, empowering the brethren to hold a new Masonic 

Lodge (No 937), at Holmfirth to be called óThe Holme Valley Lodge.ô 

Brother C.S. Floyd is appointed the first W.M., brother Joseph Mellor, the first 

S.W., brother John Burton, the first J.W.   

We understand the brethren intend to shortly open their new lodge with the usual 

attractive forms and ceremonies belonging to the craft.ô 

 

Whilst The Holme Valley Lodge was originally thought to have functioned since 

26th October 1855, the centenary warrant from Grand Lodge reads that: 

 

ósatisfactory proof has been provided of the uninterrupted existence of the said 

Lodge for one hundred years dating from the 21st day of December 1855.ô 

   

This date is the Friday in December nearest to the full moon, the day on which the 

Brethren met, and is the date the lodge initiated its first member Mr John Harpin.   

Both these dates are however incorrect, as the lodge commenced business on 

Friday the 23rd November. 

It is quite likely that it was the intention of the Brethren to hold the first lodge 

meeting on the 26th October 1855.  However a report in the Huddersfield and 

Holmfirth Examiner the following month suggests that the ornamenting, 

decoration and general preparation of the lodge room were not completed until 

November. 

Suprisingly the Worshipful Master, Cookson Stephenson Floyd was not present 

on this auspicious occasion and in his absence W. Bro. James Peace occupied the 

Masterôs chair. 

It was reported in the local newspaper the following week that óabout twenty 

gentlemen, principally influential inhabitants of the town were initiated, with the 

prospect of that number being considerably increased at the next gathering.ô 

At the conclusion of the enrolment of its new members, about thirty Brethren 

dined together for a meal, composed mostly of delicacies of the season, and 

served up in óMrs Kippaxôs best style.ô  Following óthe removal of the clothô 

several loyal and appropriate toasts were drunk before the proceedings terminated 

at an early hour. 

     *  
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Little was known until quite recently about the rooms occupied by The Holme 

Valley Lodge at the Victoria Hotel.   However an entry made in the Huddersfield 

and Holmfirth Examiner on the 1st December 1855 was to clarify this, when it 

was reported that the proprietor of the Victoria Hotel, Bentley Shaw Esq: 

  

óhas spared no expense in making it the most convenient and perhaps the most 

elegant room for such a purpose in England.  The painting is truly magnificent.  

Four figures, emblematic of Law, Physic, Divinity and Science, each six feet in 

height, are painted upon the walls, and finished in excellent style.  The furniture is 

equally rich, and in unison with the other decorations, being red, white, blue and 

gilt, and is in accordance with the Masonic order.ô 

*  

Some two years were to pass however before Provincial Grand Lodge visited, and 

consecrated the lodge at a meeting held on Wednesday the 1st July 1857.  

R.W. Bro. George Fearnley, M.D., D.P.G.M. of Dewsbury performed the 

consecration ceremony, when the following visiting Brethren signed the 

attendance register:  

 

Visiting Brethren Residence Name of Lodge  Rank 

 
Henry D.C. Willis  D.D. Bradford Hope   379 R.G.C. 

A.F. Woodford  Swillington Philanthropic 382 P.G.S.W. 

C. Waude  Bradford Hope  379   P.P.J.G.W. 

R.R. Nelson  Dewsbury Three Grand    251  Pro.G.Sy. 

     Principles 

John Batley  Leeds  Philanthropic 382 P.G.Reg. 

James Franklin  Halifax  Probity   73 P.G.J.W. 

William Kilner  Huddersfield Harmony & Truth P.P.S.W. 

Not known  Bradford Harmony 874 P.M.  P.G.S. 

William Gath  Bradford Hope  379 W.M.  P.G.S. 

H. Baines  Huddersfield Truth  763 W.M.  P.G.S. 

George W. Rhodes   Harmony 342 Secretary 

William George Dyson   Truth  763 S.W. 

J.D. Cartwright    Harmony 342 W.M. 

William Smith  Halifax  Probity   73 P.P.G.S.B. 

Walter Matthewson Huddersfield Truth  763 W.M. 

Thomas A. Haigh  Meltham  Peace  174 S.W. 
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The Victoria Hotel. 

Home to The Holme Valley Lodge from 1855 until 1921 

Picture taken from an account  

sent to the Lodge in 1894 
 

John Brook  Heckmondwike Amphibious 322 P.P.S.G.D. 

James Clay  Dewsbury Three Grand    251  W.M. 

     Principles 

Matthew B. Hick  Wakefield Wakefield 727 

John Beckett  Wakefield Wakefield 727 P.G.J. 

William Dixon  Morley  Integrity  529 P.G.Treasurer 

C.S. Floyd  Holmfirth H.V.L.  937 P.P.S.G.W. 

George Eastwood Holmfirth Peace   174  P.M.  Secretary  

   & H.V.L  937 

David ----  Bradford Hope   377    P.M.                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                   & P.G.S.B. 

J.J.V. Hardy  Huddersfield Harmony 345 P.G.J.D. 

Jo. Wood  Huddersfield Truth  763 P.G.Or. 

John Siddall  Cleckheaton Zetland   877 P.G.S. 

W.C. Marsh  Huddersfield Truth  763 P.M. 

James Hale  Huddersfield Huddersfield 365 S.W. 

George Milnes  Huddersfield Huddersfield 365 M.M. 

W. Corkshott  Keighley  Loyal Yorkshire  332 W.M. 
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Richard Goldthorpe Cleckheaton         Zetland   877 W.M. &.  

                                   P.G.SP.G.S.W. 

S.Thornton  Huddersfield Harmony 342 P.M. 

William Hanson  Huddersfield Harmony 365 W.M. 

Sam Stork  Cleckheaton Zetland  877 

Jonathan Roberts  Heckmondwike Amphibious 322 

George Fox  Dewsbury Three Grand   251 

     Principles  

Charles Taylor  Holmfirth H.V.L.   937 M.M. & D.C. 

Jas. Peace  Huddersfield Harmony  P.M  

                                  P.P.J.G.W 

      & P.P.G.Or. 

Bentley Shaw  Huddersfield Harmony 342 P.P.S.G.W. 

H.M.Beaumont  Huddersfield Commercial  360   

     Glasgow 

William Taylor  Huddersfield Harmony 365 M.M. 

George Taylor  Meltham  Peace  174 P.M. 

Thomas Wood    Candour  422 P.G.S. 

J. Oldroyd Gill  Dewsbury Three Grand 251 P.P.G.P. 

     Principles 

John Woodhead  Holmfirth H.V.L.  937 M.M. 

Charles Dyson  Holmfirth Peace  174 W.M. 

Thomas Hinchliffe Holmfirth H.V.L.  937 M.M. 

Frank Littlewood  New Mill H.V.L.  937 M.M. 

 

It is interesting to note that at the consecration ceremony, W. Bro. Cookson 

Stephenson Floyd was recorded as holding the rank of P.P.S.G.W. and not 

Worshipful Master, the position he had always been assumed to hold, whilst 

neither Bros. Joseph Mellor or John Burton were shown as being present.  

The lack of these signatures was probably an oversight on their part as they did in 

fact hold the office of Worshipful Master and Senior Warden respectively.  

Following the consecration of the lodge the proceedings were fully reported in 

The Huddersfield Chronicle on Saturday 4th July 1857 when the list of the officers 

of The Holme Valley Lodge present on that occasion were shown as being Bro. 

Jos. Mellor W.M.; Bro. John Burton S.W.; Bro. G.N. Nelson  J.W.; Bro. George 

Eastwood Secretary;  Bro. John Woodhead S.D.; Bro. John Harpin J.P., J.D.; Bro. 

Charles Taylor, D.C. and Bros. Frank Littlewood, Henry Tinker and Thomas 

Hinchliffe as stewards.  

This report corrected the mistaken belief, held for almost over one hundred years 

by the Brethren of The Holme Valley Lodge, that Cookson Stephenson Floyd had 

been Master of the lodge at its consecration, and put into doubt the dates that 

subsequent Masters had served in office.  
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Notice of the Laying of the Foundation Stone of the Alms Houses found in 

Bazaar minute book showing the request by the Worshipful Master of The 

Holme Valley Lodge No. 937 for as many of its members as possible to 

attend the ceremony. 
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE ALMSHOUSES  

 

Following the bursting of the Bilberry reservoir and the consequent devastation of 

the village of Holmfirth, and after much deliberation by the local Flood Relief 

Committee, it was decided to build almshouses to accommodate some of those 

people who had suffered great loss in the flood. 

Cookson Stephenson Floyd was to play a large part in the organization of their 

erection, as were the members of The Holme Valley Lodge, along with many 

other prominent freemasons who took part in the ceremony of laying the 

foundation stone. 

The flood had occurred in February 1852 but difficulty had been experienced in 

purchasing suitable land on which to build them. 

This problem was overcome in 1855 when it was reported on the 1st of December   

in the Huddersfield and Holmfirth Examiner, that a field had been obtained near 

the railway station for the long talked of almshouses at Holmfirth, and that the 

committee had been spared further trouble by the kindness and liberality of 

Cookson Stephenson Esq., (Floydôs nephew) who had in the most handsome 

manner presented to the committee about 400 yards of land in a commanding 

position for this purpose. 

The committee met the following Wednesday evening when the plans of the 

competing architects were presented to them for consideration. 

Following this meeting Mr W. Hill, architect, of Leeds was awarded the contract 

for the building of the houses. 

The decision to appoint an architect from outside the Holme Valley created a 

great deal of disquiet amongst the local public, particularly when it was 

discovered that the workmen to be used to build the almshouses were also to 

come from towns outside the valley, this at a time when local tradesmen were 

having difficulty in finding work. 

The date of the ceremony of laying the foundation stone was fixed for 21st April 

1856 and it was expected that the local inhabitants of the valley would look 

forward to this event with enthusiasm. 

This however was not the case and it was reported that:  
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óthe people of Holmfirth were greatly dissatisfied with what they consider the 

parsimonious and niggardly manner in which the Relief Committee apportion the 

funds at their disposal, so that the loss of property in the valley was but partially 

replaced, and the district has been in a state of depression ever since.ô 

 

The ceremony was widely advertised as follows; 

 

FOUNDATION STONE LAYING  

of the 

HOLMFIRTH MONUMENTAL ALMS -HOUSES. 
--------------- 

On Monday, the 21st April, 1856, the FOUNDATION STONE of the ALMS-

HOUSES to be Erected at Holmfirth, as a memorial of the flood occasioned by 

the bursting of the Bilberry Reservoir, on the 5th February, 1852, and of the public 

munificence for the alleviation of the sufferers by that calamity, will be LAID by 

the Ancient Order of Freemasons, with due Masonic Honours, assisted by the 

Magistrates, Clergy, Gentry, and the Benevolent Orders of the district. 

 

A PROCESSION 

Will be formed at the Town Hall, at Eleven oôclock a.m. precisely, to proceed to 

Holmfirth Church, where Devine Service will be held at Twelve oôclock at noon. 

 

A SERMON 

will be preached on the occasion by the 

Rev. JOHN GEORGE FARDELL, M.A. 

Rector of Banham, Norfolk, Chaplain to the Right Hon. The Earl of Courtown, 

P.P.S.G.W., and Pro Grand Chaplain of West Yorkshire, after which a collection 

will be made in aid of the Fund intended to be raised for the Endowment of the 

Alms-houses. 

At the close of the service, the Procession will re-form, and proceed direct to the 

ground, when the ceremony of Stone Laying will take place at Two oôclock, 

commencing with the singing of a suitable Ode, and concluding with the National 

Anthem. 

The following will be the order of procession to be observed; - 

The Conductors of the Procession on Horseback. 

The Chief Constable. 

The Constables of the District. 

The Magistrates. 

The Clergy and Ministers. 

The Architect and Builder. 
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The Committee. 

A Band of Music. 

THE FREEMASONS. 

The Churchwardens, Overseers, and Guardians of the poor. 

Gentlemen and Tradesmen. 

The Benevolent Orders of the District. 

*  

A portion of the ground will be reserved for admission by Ticket only, to be had 

of Mr. Crosland, printer, or any of the Committee, at One Shilling each.  Early 

application is requested. 

In addition to the ordinary trains, a Special Train will leave Huddersfield for 

Holmfirth at 9.39am., calling at all the intermediate stations, and returning at 9.30 

pm. 

       By order, 

   ABEL CUTTELL, Chief Constable. 

Holmfirth, 15th April 1856. 

*  

N.B. ï The Committee take the present opportunity of apprising the public that a 

Ladies BAZAAR for the purpose of promoting the endowment of the Alms-

houses, will be held in the month of September next, towards which, contributions 

in money or articles will be thankfully received, and are respectfully solicited.  

Communications in furtherance of this object to be addressed to Mrs. Leach, the 

President of the Ladies Committee, at the Parsonage; to the Secretaries of the 

Alms-houses Endowment Fund; or to Mr. James Charlesworth Esq., the 

Treasurer, all of Holmfirth. 

*  

The day of the ceremony arrived and the procession departed from the Town Hall 

on the 21st April shortly before 12.00 noon.  It then proceeded to Upperbridge and 

through Hollowgate to the Church where about one hundred and sixty people 

attended a service.   

Following the sermon they then departed from the church and proceeded up 

Station Road, to the site of the new building.  

The procession, consisting of one hundred and fifty-four people, was led by the 

Chief Constable, Abel Cuttell, and marshalled by James Bates Esq., factory 

inspector of Winney-Bank, each on horseback, and was assembled, as shown 

above, in the following order: - 

The Chief Constable, District Constables, Magistrates, Clergy and Ministers, 

Architects and Builders, Committee, Band, Freemasons, Churchwardens, 

Overseers and Guardians, Gentlemen and Tradesmen. 
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It had been advertised that the procession would consist of several benevolent 

secret orders, freemasons, gentlemen and tradesmen and was expected to exceed 

two hundred people in number.  In the event many of them refused to appear and 

had it not been for the presence of approximately one hundred and twenty 

freemasons the procession would have been a complete failure.  The principle 

band of musicians in the valley refused to provide their service in protest of the 

manner in which the funds had been allocated and whilst there was a large 

assembly of people to witness the procession no demonstrations of welcome or 

enthusiasm were displayed. 

The ceremony of the laying the foundation stone commenced with the singing of 

the hymn:   

Almighty Lord! our heavenly King 

Before whose sacred name we bend; 

Accept the praises which we sing, 

And to our humble prayer attend. 

All hail great Architect Divine, 

This universal frame is thine! 

 

Following this, a short prayer was offered by the Rev. John George Fardell, who 

was the rector of Barnham, Norfolk, and chaplain to the West Riding Freemasons.   

It was reported that the interesting Masonic ceremonies were then commenced by 

Brother C.S. Floyd, Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden, the Worshipful Master 

of The Holme Valley Lodge No.937, when it was reported:  

óhe stated that the bottle intended to be placed in the hollow of the stone, 

contained the preceding number of the Times, Leeds Mercury, Leeds 

Intelligencer, Manchester Examiner and Times, Huddersfield Chronicle and 

Holmfirth Examiner, and a pamphlet reprinted from the latter paper containing 

the proceedings of the committee in connection with the relief fund.  The bottle 

also contained specimens of all the silver and copper coins of the realm of the 

present year.  It was then deposited in its resting place in the hollow of the 

foundation stone, and was covered by a brass plate on which is engraved the 

following inscription: - 

ñThe foundation stone of the Holmfirth Monumental Almshouses, erected to 

commemorate the great flood caused by the bursting of the Bilberry reservoir, on 

the 5th of February 1852 (by which upwards of eighty lives were lost), and the 

munificent liberality of the British public, was laid by the Provincial Grand Lodge 

of Freemasons of West Yorkshire on Monday, the 21st April 1856, A.L. 5856.ò 

After the plan and elevation of the building had been produced and inspected, Mr 

Floyd proceeded to spread mortar on the lower stone, previous to the lowering of 

the upper stone into its place. 
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The Provincial Junior, W. Widdop, of Brighouse, and the Provincial Senior J. Lee 

of Leeds, Grand Wardens, applied the level and plumb line, after which the 

Grand Master applied the square, and afterwards he took the mallet and struck 

the stone three times, declaring the stone qualified and set. 

He then prayed that Almighty God, the great architect of the universe, would 

prosper the undertaking.  The corn was then strewed over the stone, and the wine 

and oil poured upon it.  They were each contained in silver cups, and were 

handed to the operator by masters of lodges who had carried them round in 

procession. 

Mr Floyd then prayed that Almighty God would preserve the village from flood, 

fire, tempest, and rain, and conduct it to prosperity, the assembled brethren 

responded devoutly, ñSo mote it be.ò 

 

The crowd, which by this time numbered approximately four thousand, were then 

addressed by W. Bro Floyd who said he regretted the unavoidable absence of the 

Provincial Grand Master, The Earl of Mexborough, through other important 

engagements, as the task had devolved upon him in his absence and in the 

absence of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master Charles Lee, through illness. (A 

dispensation had been received from Provincial Grand Lodge for Floyd to 

officiate as Deputy Provincial Grand Master).   Unwillingly therefore, he had 

taken upon himself the duty, though he felt proud yet diffident, that the selection 

had fallen upon him.  

He spoke of the example that was set by the people of Huddersfield, its 

gentlemen, tradesmen, operatives, Sunday school teachers and scholars who came 

forward and contributed of their means liberally and abundantly, whilst the 

widowôs mite and the pence of the poor had also helped to swell the amount, so as 

to enable the neighbourhood once more to smile and look up. 

Floyd continued to outline the aims of the Relief Committee and concluded by 

saying that he would not detain them further other than to repeat some lines, in 

which he had often joined in heartily: 

 

Genius of masonry: descend, 

  And bring fair virtue, brightest maid; 

  Bring love, bring truth, bring friendship here, 

  And smooth the wrinkled brow of care. 

  Come, Charity, with goodness crowned, 

  Encircled with thy holy robe, 

  Diffuse these blessed comforts round,  

  To every corner of the globe. 

 



 

 15 

Three times three cheers were then given for the houses, and the óNational 

Anthemô was sung. 

Previous to leaving the ground three times three were given for the ladies, and the 

procession then returned to Victoria Bridge, where cheers were given for the town 

and trade of Holmfirth, for freemasons and for the clergy, after which the 

proceedings closed.  

Following the ceremony a dinner took place at the Elephant and Castle Inn and 

was attended by sixty gentlemen interested in the affairs of the almshouses. 

     *  

Money donated by the public towards the losses and damage sustained by the 

people of Holmfirth by the flood raised £69422. 8sh. 4d of which over 

£31,000.0.0 was distributed to those who had suffered loss, and after all liabilities 

had been met a balance of £31,011.11.1d was returned to the subscribers.  

However £1000.00 was required to provide an annuity for those residents of the 

Alms houses who had been affected by the flood and as a consequence of this the 

ladies of Holmfirth, held bazaars on the 17th, 18th and 19th September 1856, when 

the necessary funds were raised. 

     *  

A large engraved brass plate was placed in a niche in the tower of the building, 

bearing the inscription: 

óIN DEI GLORIAMô 

 

óThese Almshouses built and endowed by Public Subscription, and by the 

proceeds of a Bazaar promoted by the Ladies of the neighbourhood, as a 

memorial of the Holmfirth Flood, caused by the bursting of the Bilberry Reservoir 

on February 5th, 1852, by which 81 lives were lost, and an immense amount of 

property destroyed;  and as a further memorial of the National Munificence for 

the alleviation of that calamity, are dedicated to the Poor of the townships of 

Holme, Austonley, Cartworth, Wooldale, Upper-Thong, Nether-Thong and 

Honley for ever.ô 

 

It was purchased from D.A. Cooper, silversmith and jeweller of Huddersfield in 

February of 1859, at a cost of £2.2.0 and was paid for by The Holme Valley 

Lodge. 

     *  
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The following Brethren were recorded as having attended the ceremony:   

 

Visiting Brethren Residence Lodge No.   Rank 

                                                               

C.S. Floyd Holmfirth   342 ï 937  W.M.   

      P.P.S.G.W. 

William Smith  Huddersfield   365   P.G.D.C. 

Joseph Mellor  Holmfirth   937   S.W. 

Swallow Leyland Halifax    364 ï 73  P.M. 

George N. Nelson Hagg    763 ï 937  D.C. 

William Henry Aston Huddersfield   365   W.M. 

John Burton  Holmfirth   342 ï 937  J.W. 

John M. Woodhead Holmfirth   937   I.G. 

George Milnes  Huddersfield   365    

George Eastwood Holmfirth   174 ï 937  Sec.  W.M. 

Charles Dyson  Holmfirth   174 ï 937  S.W. 

William Barkhouse Cleckheaton   277  

Richard R. Nelson Dewsbury   251   P.M.    

        P.G.S.B. 

William Kilner  Huddersfield   Harmony & Truth P.P.S.W. 

William George  Huddersfield   736 

Dyson 

G.H. Hebblethwaite Huddersfield     Truth 736 

Alfred Palmer  Huddersfield   736   D.C. 

Samuel Hardy  Huddersfield        736   D.C. 

John Lee  Leeds    382   P.M.    

        P.P.G.R.  

        P.G.S.W. 

John Beckett  Wakefield   727   P.G.T. 

Edward Farrar Leeds       384   P.J.W. 

B.E. Bennett  Leeds    384   I.G. 

Thomas M. Benton Huddersfield   763    

William Watkinson Huddersfield   763   I.G. 

Richard Carter  Halifax      73   I.G. 

G. Riley  Leeds    384   P.G.W. 

Harry Baines  Huddersfield   763 ï 330  J.W. 

George Mitchell Yew Tree   322   P.P.J.S.B. 

W.C. Marsh  Huddersfield   763   W.M.P.G.S 

J.S. Rhodes  Huddersfield   365   M.M. 

William Marshall Spring Mill   342   M.M. 
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William Scott  Huddersfield   342   S.D. 

William S. Thornton Huddersfield   342   W.M. 

Henry Wilkinson Huddersfield   763   J.W. 

Tom Learoyd  Huddersfield   342   S 

George Taylor  Meltham   174   P.M. 

Thomas A. Haigh Meltham   174   J.W. 

Jos. Hargreaves Marsden   422   P.M. 

J.G. Fardell  Strotbrough   298               P.P.S.G.W 

   St. Geo. 

Walter Bradley  Huddersfield    763   M.M. 

Matthew H. Hirst Huddersfield   763   M.M. 

W.H. Brooke  Huddersfield   763   M.M. 

J.G. Armitage  Huddersfield   342   P.P.J.G.W. 

W.H. Butterworth Leeds    382   M.M. 

Thomas Dyson  Thongsbridge   937   M.M. 

William Lockwood Huddersfield   365 

Thomas Collins  Huddersfield   342   M.M. 

Thomas Robinson Huddersfield   365   M.M. 

James Hall  Huddersfield   365   S.D. 

J.D. Cartwright  Huddersfield   342   M.M. 

Thomas Kenyon  Kirkburton   763   M.M. 

James Peace  Huddersfield   342   P.P.J.G.W. 

William W. Widdop Brighouse   342 & 422  P.J.G.W. 

John Brook  Huddersfield   365   M.M. 

James Fielding  Halifax      73   J.W. P.G.S 

John Johnson  Huddersfield   365   M.M. 

Benjamin Hutchinson Huddersfield   365   J.D. 

William Hanson  Huddersfield   365   S.W. 

John Brearley  Batley    322 

John Hirst  Batley    330   P.M. 

Josiah Thomas  Huddersfield    365   P.G.P. 

William Stott  Halifax     73   J.D. 

John Danson  Huddersfield   342   P.M. 

James Chapman Huddersfield   342   M.M. 

G. Crowther  Huddersfield   342   M.M. 

Joe Wood  Huddersfield   763   P.G.O. 

William Corking Huddersfield   342   P.J.W. 

George W. Rhodes Huddersfield   342   M.M.  Sec. 

M. Liebmann  Huddersfield   333   M.M. 

Thomas Heaton  Huddersfield   342   P.J.W. 
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Bentley Shaw  Lockwood   342   P.P.S.G.W. 

Thomas Wood  Saddleworth   422   W.M. 

Miles Mayall  Saddleworth   422   S.W. 

Jonas Eastwood  Saddleworth   422   J.W. 

A.H. Shaw  Huddersfield   422   S.D. 

Beckett Bradbury M.D.Huddersfield    422   J.D. 

Jos. Aldroyd Gill Dewsbury   251   P.P.G.P. 

Thomas Lawton  Dobcross   422   P.S.W. 

Charles F. Shaw Saddleworth   422   M.M.  

Benjamin Oates  Dewsbury   257   J.W. 

Henry Jas. Fearn Mill Bridge   257   M.M. 

Joshua Whiteley Huddersfield   365   M.M. 

Robert Watkinson Dewsbury   257   M.M. 

James Hunter  Dewsbury   257   I.G. 

William Faulkner Huddersfield   763    

Dan Day  Dewsbury   257   P.S.W. 

Charles France  Dewsbury   257   M.M. 

George Milnes  Huddersfield   365 

Luke Hinchliffe  Dewsbury   257   I.G. 

Frank Littlewood Holmfirth   937   M.M. 

Charles Taylor  Holmfirth   937   M.M. 

Edward Fozzard Holmfirth   422   M.M. 

George Lawton  Holmfirth   937   M.M. 

John Harpin  Holmfirth   937   M.M. 

J.D. Wardman  Leeds    382   M.M. 

*  

 

The lodge continued to meet regularly, and during the period prior to its 

consecration some fourteen members from other lodges visited the newly formed 

Holme Valley Lodge, one travelling from as far away as Warwick Lodge No.356.  

London.   

Those who visited between the 16th May 1856 and the 8th May 1857 were: 

 
Visiting Brethren Residence Name & No. of Lodge          Rank 

 

16th May 1856 

 

M. Liebermann  Huddersfield      333            R.C. 
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18th July 1856 

James Hall  Huddersfield      365            S.D. 

 

12th September 1856 

W.S. Thornton  Huddersfield       342           W.M. 

William Brook  Huddersfield      342 

Tom Learoyd  Huddersfield      342 

 

10th October 1856 

Nil 

 

14th November 1856 

William Taylor  Huddersfield      365 

William Eastwood Peace       174           M.M. 

 

12th December 1856 

George Mills  Huddersfield      365    

William Hanson  Huddersfield      365           W.M. 

William Taylor  Huddersfield      365 

 

10th April 1857 

J. Wood  Huddersfield     763           P.G.O. 

J.E. Carpenter  London           356  Warwick         P.M. 

George Taylor  Meltham     174  Peace          P.M 

. 

8th May 1857 

George Taylor  Meltham     174  Peace          P.M. 
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THE HOLMFIRTH MONUMENTAL ALMS HOUSES BAZAAR 

 

Whilst the brethren of The Holme Valley Lodge did not play a direct role in the 

running of the bazaar, several of its members and a number of their wives took an 

active part in its organisation.  

John Harper, the first initiate of The Holme Valley Lodge, along with George H. 

Hinchliffe, who was to become a member of the Lodge in 1858, Richard Jessop, 

who had recently been appointed Commissioner to administer oaths in the High 

Court of Chancery in England, and Robert Aaron Floyd, the son of Cookson 

Stephenson Floyd, the first Master of The Holme Valley Lodge all served on the 

bazaar committee.  

The minutes of these meetings were lost for many years and it was only because 

of a chance conversation in 2011 between Simon Foster, the current holder of the 

minutes, and Bro. Christopher Townsend that they were rediscovered. 

It would appear that a preliminary meeting of the secretaries took place at Holly 

House, on Wednesday, the 6th February 1856, although this cannot be confirmed 

as the first page of the minute book is missing.  Richard Jessop acted as Chairman 

at that meeting.  No business took place that evening and the meeting was 

adjourned until Friday of that week when it was convened once again at Holly 

House. 

The following is a transcript of those minutes and helps to shed a light on the 

events following the flood and the part played by the members of The Holme 

Valley Lodge in the events leading up to the holding of the bazaar and the 

subsequent alleviation of suffering of several of the inhabitants of Holmfirth. 

 

MINUTES OF BAZAAR COMMITTEE 1856 

 

Messrs. John Harpin, G.H. Hinchliff, Rd. Jessop & Robt. A. Floyd after which the 

meeting adjourned. 

 

At a meeting of the Secretaries held at Holly House on Wednesday the 6th 

February  
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Mr. Rd. Jessop in the chair 

It was resolved 

 

That the meeting be adjourned. 

         Richard Jessop  

        Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the Secretaries held at Holly House on Friday the 8th of February 

Mr. R. Jessop in the chair 

 

It was resolved 

 

That a meeting of ladies be convened at the National School on Friday next (the 

15th inst) for the purpose of taking into consideration the best means of promoting 

the Bazaar 

That the ladies of Holmfirth and its vicinity be solicited personally to attend the 

meeting and to contribute (by work or otherwise) to the Bazaar. 

That for the purpose of saving time and in order to invite as many ladies as 

possible to the meeting, the Secretaries should canvas the district in two parties. 

That Mr. Harpin & Mr. R.A. Floyd take the North West or Almondbury side of the 

river and Mr. G.H. Hinchliff and Mr. Jessop the Kirkburton side. 

That for the discussion of business the Secretaries shall hold their meetings at the 

houses of each other in succession and that the Secretary at whose house the 

meeting is held be Chairman for the evening. 

That the meeting be held on Wednesday evenings and be weekly, fortnightly or 

monthly as the nature of the business to be discussed may require. 

That the Secretaries meet at Sands on Wednesday next (the 13th inst) to report 

what progress they have made. 

      Richard Jessop 

        Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the Secretaries held at Sands on Wednesday the 13th February 

 

Mr. R.A. Floyd in the chair. 

 

It was found  

 

That the following ladies had been seen by the Secretaries since last meeting, all 

of whom had promised their countenance & support to the Bazaar and if possible 

& convenient to attend the meeting on Friday next (the13th inst) 
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First recorded page of Minutes of Bazaar Committee. Richard Jessop, Chairman. 

(The actual first page appears to have been torn from the book) 
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By 

 

 Mr G.H. Hincliff          &         Mr Jessop, 

Mrs. Leach,     Mrs. Josa Charlesworth,  

Mrs. Booth,     Mrs. Thomas Dyson, 

Mrs. Henry Moorhouse,   Mrs. Sam Mellor,  

Mrs. Hinchliff,     Mrs. Abel Cuttell,  

Miss Woodhead,    Misses Sykes. 

 

By 

 

 Mr Jns Harpin           &                Mr R.A. Floyd  

Mrs. Beardsell,     Mrs. Hallas,  

Mrs. Nelson,     Mrs. John Moorhouse,  

Mrs Thos Mellor,    Mrs. Floyd,  

Mrs. G. Mellor,    Mrs. Josa Moorhouse,  

Mrs. Joe Mellor,    Miss Gartside. 

Mrs. J.H. Farrar,    Mrs. Nathan Thewlis 

Mrs Jas Brooke,    Mrs. Town 

Mrs Boothroyd,    Mrs. Trotter 

Miss Hill,     Mrs. Thos. Barber (Broadlane) 

Mrs J.S. Battye,    Mrs. Thos. Hinchliff  (Netherhouse) 

Mrs. Broadbent,    Mrs. Tom Barber (Upperthong) 

Mrs. Lawton,     Mrs. D Brook 

Mrs. Kendal,     Miss Harpin 

Mrs. Walton,     Mrs. Jonn Roberts (H. Mill) 

Miss Beeley,     Mrs. John Roberts       do. 

Mrs. Chs. Moorhouse,    Mrs. Wm. Roberts       do 

Mrs. Josp Moorhouse,   Misses Roberts            do 

Mrs. J.T. Taylor,    Mrs. Josh Barber         do 

Miss Elizth Moorhouse,   Mrs. Hy. Butterworth  do. 

Mrs. Ro. Bower,    Mrs. Fearon   

Mrs. D. Charlesworth,   Miss Furbank 

Mrs. N. Wimpenny,   Mrs. Saml Wimpenny 

Mrs. C. Bashforth,   Burnlee 

Mrs. Josh Butterworth,   Mrs. C. Trotter 

Mrs. Jas Charlesworth,   Mrs. Wylie 

Mrs. Wm. Haigh   Mrs. Tom Dyson 

Miss Lockwood    Mrs.Hawksworth 

Mrs. G. Crosland 
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And it was resolved 

 

That the Secretaries meet at Birkshouse on Wednesday next (the 20th inst) 

 

Robert A Floyd 

                   Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the ladies convened by the Secretaries, held in the Committee 

Room of the National School o Friday, the 15th of February. 

  

Mrs. Leach in the chair. 

 

Ladies Present 

 

Mrs. Fearon,    Mrs. Nelson 

Mrs. Towns,    Mrs. Josh Mellor 

Mrs. Walton,    Mrs. J.T. Taylor 

Mrs. Kendal    Mrs. G. Mellor 

Mrs. Josa Charlesworth   Mrs. Wm. Haigh 

Mrs. Josa Moorhouse   Mrs. Lawton 

Mrs. Gartside    Mrs. Thos Barber 

Mrs Hinchliff    Mrs. Tom Barber 

Mrs. Farrar    Miss Fairbank 

Mrs. Floyd    Miss Farrar 

Mrs. Dyson    Miss Gartside 

Mrs. Booth    Miss E. Hinchliff 

Miss Floyd    Miss A. Sykes 

Miss Beeley    Miss Moorhouse 

Miss A. Beeley    Miss Beardsell 

Miss Woodhead    Miss Mellor 

Miss Lockwood    Miss M.J. Mellor 

 

It was resolved 

 

1. That the bazaar be held in the Town Hall, Holmfirth, on Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday the 17th, 18th & 19th days of September 1856. 

2. That a committee be appointed to make the necessary arrangements 

consisting of the following ladies:   
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Mrs. Leach   Mrs. Floyd 

Mrs. Walton   Mrs. Dyson 

Mrs. Fearon   Mrs. Booth 

Mrs. Kendal   Mrs. Nelson 

Mrs. Towne   Mrs. Josh Mellor 

Mrs. Josa Charlesworth  Mrs. J.T. Taylor 

Mrs. Josa Moorhouse  Miss Stephenson 

Mrs. Gartside   Miss Farrar 

Mrs. Hinchliff   Miss Harpin 

Mrs. Farrar   Miss Lockwood 

Miss Woodhead   Miss Beardsell 

Miss A. Sykes   Miss Mellor 

  Miss M.J. Mellor 

 

With the power to add to their numbers and that any 7 of the Committee so 

appointed shall be competent to act.  

3. That Mrs. Leach be appointed President of the Committee. 

4. That Mrs James Charlesworth be appointed Treasurer. 

5. That the following ladies be appointed Secretaries 

 

Miss Gartside   Miss Beeley 

Miss E. Hinchliffe   Miss Floyd  

 

6. That the first meeting of the Committee be held in the National School on 

Friday next, the 22nd of February inst at half past 2 oôcl. In the afternoon. 

 

At a meeting of the Secretaries held at Birkshouse on Wednesday, the 20th of 

February. 

 

Mr John Harpin in the chair 

 

It was resolved 

 

That Mr. Hill of Leeds (the Architect) be immediately instructed to make a small 

lithographed drawing (note paper size) of the Almshouses intended to be erected 

to head the various letters written in connection with the Bazaar. 

 

John Harpin  

     Chairman 
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At a meeting of the Committee held at the Nation School on Friday the 22nd of 

February 

 

Mrs Leach in the chair 

 

Ladies present 

 

Mrs. Towne    Miss Gartside 

Mrs. Josa Charlesworth   Miss E. Hinchliff } Secretary 

Mrs. Josa Moorhouse   Miss Floyd } Secretary 

Mrs. Hinchliff    Miss Stephenson 

Mrs. Dyson     Miss Farrar 

Mrs. Josh Mellor   Miss Harpin 

Mrs. J.T. Taylor    Miss Lockwood 

Mrs. C. Trotter    Miss Woodhead 

Mrs. Iveson    Miss Beardsell 

  

 

It was resolved 

 

1. That the following ladies be added to the Committee viz.: 

Mrs. Iveson & Mrs. C. Trotter. 

2. That there be 5 tables of plain and fancy work and other articles, one 

juvenile table and one table for refreshment and that the following ladies 

be appointed to preside. 

 

No. 1. Mrs. Leach { 

 Mrs. Hinchliff   { 

 Mrs. Cuttell       {            Work Table 

Miss Gartside    {                    and 

Mrs. Gartside    }        Refreshment Hall 

Mrs. Iveson       } 

      2.  Mrs. Town   Mrs. Charlesworth 

 Mrs. Farrar   Miss Stephenson 

      3. Mrs. Floyd   Mrs. Nelson 

 Mrs. Dyson   Miss A. Sykes 

      4. Mrs J. Moorhouse  Misses Harpin 

 Mrs C. Trotter   Miss Woodhead 

 Mrs Hawksworth 
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3.  That a Sub Committee be formed consisting of the following ladies, viz; 

Mrs. Leach 

Mrs. Hinchliffe 

Mrs. Gartside 

Who shall have the power to purchase materials for useful articles, in order to 

distribute the same to such persons as are kindly disposed to work for the Bazaar, 

and that such articles be afterwards divided amongst the different tables. 

4. That a banking account be opened with the Huddersfield Bank & Co. 

5. That the next general meeting of the Committee be held on Thursday the 

6th of March at half past 2 oôcl. in the afternoon. 

 

At a meeting of the Committee held at the National School on Thursday the 6th of 

March. 

 

Mrs. Leach in the chair. 

 

It was resolved 

 

1. That the Bazaar shall be under Patronage. 

2. That the following parties be applied to and their Patronage solicited by 

the Rev. R.E. Leach  viz 

The Duchess of Kent 

The Duchess of Leeds 

The Earl & Countess of Harewood 

The Earl & Ladies Fitzwilliam 

The Earl of Dartmouth 

The Earl of Carlisle 

The Earl & Countess of Zetland 

The Countess of Milton 

Lord & Lady Goderick 

Lord Loundsborough 

The Bishop of Ripon 

The Honourable Mrs Ramsden. 

And such other influential individuals as the Committee hereafter may think 

advisable. 

 

3. That Mr. Hill the Architect be instructed to order and send as soon as 

possible 500 sheets of note paper headed with the lithographed drawing 

of the Alms Houses for distribution by the Secretaries. 
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4. That Mr. J. Harpin, G.H. Hinchliff & R. Jessop wait upon the 

Holmbridge ladies for the purpose of forming another table at the 

Bazaar. 

5. That the services and company of 4 gentlemen Secretaries be dispensed 

with at the future meetings of the Committee. 

6. That the sub Committee meet on Saturday morning next to purchase 

material for work. 

7. That    Mrs. Hinchliff 

Mrs Gartside 

Mrs Booth 

Mrs Town 

Mrs Farrar 

Mrs Nelson 

Mrs Dyson 

Mrs Hawksworth 

Miss Woodhead 

And Miss Harpin meet (or provide each a substitute) at the National School on 

Wednesday (the12th inst) at 2.30 oôcl. in the afternoon to sort out materials etc. 

8. That the next general meeting of the Committee be held in the National 

School on Thursday the 3rd April at İ past 2 oôcl. in the afternoon. 

 

At a meeting of the Committee held at the National School on Thursday the 3rd of 

April. 

 

Mrs. Hinchliffe in the chair. 

 

It was resolved 

 

1. That the idea of Patronage for the Bazaar shall be rejected as 

several unfavourable replies have been received from the persons 

solicited since our last meeting.  

(Robert. Floyd, on behalf of the Ladies Committee, had, at their request, applied 

to Sir John Ramsden for a donation in aid of the fund.  Sir John, with his 

characteristic liberality, in lieu of a donation sent the following letter; 

 Buckden, Sept.12, 1856 

Sir John Ramsden acknowledges the receipt of Mr. Floydôs letter, requesting him 

to subscribe to the Holmfirth bazaar.  Sir John regrets that he cannot comply with 

this request.  Owing to the great number of similar applications he receives, he is 

compelled to limit his contributions to those places which have an especial claim 

upon him.                                                                      C.S. Floyd, Esq., Holmfirth.  
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(This response was in total contrast to the liberality of the Earl of Dartmouth, 

who, having no property in Holmfirth, presented £10; whilst Sir John had a large 

tenantry residing in Holmfirth and its neighbourhood, and held stands and shops 

in the Huddersfield Piece-Hall, and warehouses in the town.  It was recorded that 

a gentleman, on hearing this letter read, characteristically remarked;   

ñWell our firm have been tenants to Sir John Ramsdenôs family for the last 60 

years, and I did not expect an answer like that.ò 

The receipt of Sir Johnôs letter caused great surprise, not only amongst the ladies 

of the committee, but amongst the gentlemen of the district, who had certainly, for 

such an object, expected better things from one whose property and possession 

derived no small share of benefit from the enterprise and energy of the 

inhabitants of the vale of the Holme). 

 

2. That the circular drawn up by Mr. Robt. Floyd being approved of by the 

Committee be given into the care or Mr. John Harpin who shall see about 

its lithographing immediately. 

3. That the next general meeting of the Committee be held in the National 

School on --- the --- of--- at İ past 2 oôcl. in the afternoon. 

 

At a meeting of the Committee held at the National School on Monday the 18th 

August. 

 

Mrs. Hinchliff in the chair. 

 

It was resolved 

 

1. That all the ladies use their best endeavours to procure bread, meat        

flour etc., or any other requisite for the refreshment stall and report   

progress at the next meeting. 

2. That the Bazaar open each day at 11 oôcl. and close at 6 oôcl. in the 
evening. 

3. That a band of music be engaged by Mr. John Harpin to play in 

Holmfirth. 

4. That Mr. Woodôs offer of a piano & harp for the room be accepted. 

5. That Messrs. G.H. Hinchliffe & Rd. Jessop be appointed to superintend 

the cleaning and decoration of the Town Hall. 

6. That Tuesday the 16th of September be fixed for the private view day. 

7. That the prices of admission to the Bazaar shall be as follows:- 

1st  On Tuesday 16th Sept. 2/6 

2nd  ñ    Wednesday 17th do. 2/- 



 

 30 

3rd   ñ   Thursday  18th  do.  1/- 

4th   ñ Friday  19th     do. -/6 

8. That a season ticket of admission during the last 3 days shall be 2/6 

9. That the next general meeting of the Committee be held on Monday next 

the 25th inst. at 2 oôcl. in the afternoon. 

 

At a meeting of the Committee held at the National School on Monday the 25th of 

August 

 

Mrs Leach in the chair 

 

It was resolved  

1. That the circular No. 2 drawn up by Mr. Jessop, be immediately put into 

the printerôs hands & printed copies be extensively circulated. 

2. That the next general meeting of the Committee be held at the Town Hall 

on Monday the 1st September at 3 oôcl. in the afternoon 

 

At a meeting of the Committee held at the Town Hall on Monday the 1st Sept. 

 

Mrs. Leach in the chair. 

 

It was resolved 

 

1. That Mr. John Harpin be commissioned to obtain the cocoa nut matting 

(if possible) from the Church and Chapel for the Town Hall floor. 

2. That the stall or tables be covered over the top with pink & white calico. 

3. That Mrs. Leach, Mrs. Hinchliff and Mrs. Iveson be appointed to 

superintend the arrangements etc. of the refreshment table. 

4. That the care of providing soup & wine be left with the Gentlemanôs 
Committee. 

5. That the Gentlemen Secretaries see about providing Carvers for the 

meat. 

6. That Mr. Harpin & Mr. Robt. Floyd shall attend the flower show held in 

the Town Hall on Saturday the 13th of Sept. inst. to beg fruit, flowers etc. 

for the decoration of the room and for the refreshment table. 

7. That the next general meeting of the Committee be held at the Town Hall 

on Thursday the 11th Sept. inst. at 2 oôcl. in the afternoon. 

 

At a meeting of the ladies Committee held at the Town Hall on Thursday the 11th 

of Sept.1865 
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Mrs Leach in the chair 

 

It was resolved 

 

1. That in the event of any of the articles or work remaining undisposed of 

on the evening of Friday the 19th Sept. inst. the same shall be retained by 

the respective ladies by whom it shall have been given and a sale shall 

take place during the spring of 1857 for the purpose of finally disposing 

thereof. 

Moved by Mrs. Hinchliff 

Seconded by Mrs Hawksworth. 

2 That 2 men be engaged to watch all night in the Town Hall during the 4 

nights of the Bazaar. Viz: the 16th, 17th, 18th & 19th of September inst. 

3 That a bill of fare shall be draw up for the refreshment table & copies 

printed for distribution.  (not carried out). 

4 That a dinner consisting of cold meat with hot vegetables, pastry & 

cheese be provided for any person at a cost of 2/6:  Beer, wine, jellies 

etc., not included in that charge. 

5 That refreshments be provided at the following rates: 

 

          s. d. 

Glass of wine  0. 6 

Glass of ale  0. 3 

Sandwich  0. 3 

Jellies Custards etc. 0. 6 each 

Cup of tea or coffee 0. 6 

 

*  

The receipts for admission to the bazaar for the four days were ï Tuesday and 

Wednesday, £47.0.0; Thursday, £17.0.0; Friday, £6.0.0; totalling £70.0.0, and the 

necessary money required by the committee to provide the annuity needed for the 

residents of the almshouses was raised by the ladies of Holmfirth, with the help of 

several members of The Holme Valley Lodge.  
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Poster Advertising the Bazaar 
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THE ALMS -HOUSES NEAR COMPLETION.  

 

There can be little doubt that the decision by Cookson Stephenson to donate land 

to be used as the site for the erection of alms-houses to be occupied by the poor of 

the Holmfirth affected by the flood was, in some part, due to the influence of his 

uncle, Cookson Stephenson Floyd.  Cookson Stephenson was to marry Mary 

Anne, the eldest daughter of Floyd some three years later. 

Floyd himself was instrumental in organising the participation of the Masonic 

movement in the ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the building and did 

in fact perform that duty himself on behalf of the Province of West Yorkshire. 

As the completion of the building drew near the following article appeared in the 

local press on Saturday 20th September, 1856.   It illustrates the thought leading to 

its construction, the problems experienced and details of the subsequent bazaar, 

held to raise funds for the annuity required to support the future occupants of the 

almshouses. 

Whilst this may not appear to relate directly to the history of The Holme Valley 

Lodge it does nevertheless show the interest shown in this project by its early 

members, future members and their families.                                                          

 

THE HOLMFIRTH ALMS -HOUSESô BAZAAR 

 

The Holmfirth Almshouses are now rapidly approaching completion.  Situate on 

the slopes of the hill near the railway station, their small and elegant spire 

attracts the attention of all visitors to the building, and enquiries are naturally 

instituted as to the object for which they are in course of erection. 

It may not be amiss, therefore, shortly to revert to the melancholy catastrophe of 

the bursting of the Bilberry Reservoir, of which this structure is intended to be an 

enduring and significant memorial. 

In the sermon preached by the Rev. J.G. Fardell, M.A., rector of Banham, on the 

occasion of the laying the foundation stone of these buildings, which has just been 

published, the event is thus eloquently described: - 
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ñPerhaps there never was a more distressing instance, or one than at that time 

created greater sympathy from the throne to the cottage, than the calamity which 

took place here on the evening of the 4th of February, 1852.  The day had been 

spent as all other week-days had been spent, and things looked just as usual.  

Some of the inhabitants had been to their fields, some to their mills, some to other 

avocations, and had returned home to their nightly repose.  The man of money 

and enterprise had inspected his great works of adding house to house and had 

now given his mind to rest.  The minister of God had visited his people, and had 

prayed in his secret chamber, or had sat by the bed-side of the sick man to read 

Godôs book, and had retired to recruit his wearied spirit and seek renewed 

strength.  The philanthropist had given his alms into the poor manôs hand, and in 

return had received a poor manôs prayers and a poor manôs thanks.  The fond but 

humble parents had heard their infantsô evening prayer, and had committed them 

to rest under the Divine protection; and mankind, in this retired and beautiful 

vale had resigned exhausted nature to evening repose.  All were at rest save a 

very few, whose duty seemed to be that of watching the mighty mass of water, 

banked up to supply this place with a power to earn their daily bread.  In a 

moment ï in the dead of that dreary and stormy night ï the mighty mound of earth 

which held up this great reservoir, now deeply saturated and undermined below, 

and broken in above, gave way, cleft asunder from the top to bottom; and down 

the vale came the pent-up water full of destruction and death!  As the morning 

broke, how many a vacant spot was seen, where the recollection told of happy 

and contented spirits. ï where memory remembered houses full of thriving 

inmates; yea, where even houses themselves were gone with the inhabitants!  In 

fact ruin was everywhere.ò 

It was indeed an awful night, and the feeling of fear, or rather the certain 

foreboding of the catastrophe, which pervaded the inhabitants of the valley, is 

well described in a short poem by a lady, just published, entitled  

 

ñA Reminiscence of Holmfirth Flood.ò 

 

Evening sank down in silence, 

Foreboding, dark, and drear; 

On her low hush broke solemnly 

A rumbling sound of fear; 

And, through the shuddering gloom afar, 

She felt a measured tread; 

The mighty watcher came, to seal 

Her slumberers for the dead. 

Night deepenôd.  In the valley, 
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The red lights one by one, 

Went out, and brooding silence 

Waited tomorrowôs sun 

Strong men, fatigued with labour,- 

Young children, tired of play,- 

Age, weary of its feebleness,- 

In tranquil slumber lay; 

Ah! Was no guardian spirit near 

To bid those dreamers start? 

A sense of peril imminent 

Flashôd on each shrinking heart. 

 

As stated by the Rev. T. James, of Netherton, in an appendix to the sermon we 

have before referred to: - 

ñOn Wednesday, the 4th February, the rain continued to descend heavily and 

without intermission throughout the entire day.  The water rose in the reservoir at 

the rate of 18 inches an hour.  This hourly increase, according to the calculations 

of an engineer, would amount to 2,850,480 gallons, and weigh 14,725 tons.  

About eleven oôclock at night, the water began to wash over the middle of the 

embankment, and gradually carried away the outer slope.  The puddle-bank in the 

middle of the embankment next gave way, and at midnight, between twelve and 

one oôclock, when the rains had ceased, and the moon was shining brightly, in the 

presence of many spectators, who had been brought hither by the alarm, the inner 

embankment, just as if it had been struck by lightning, suddenly gave way with a 

loud thundering crash; and the pent up waters rushed out with terrible fury, and 

rolled down the valley like a mighty deluge, carrying with it immense ruin of 

property and desolation, and leaving at every step of its course melancholy proofs 

of its irresistible power.  The impetuous torrent swept before it factories with all 

their engines, machinery, and varied contents ï dwelling houses with their 

sleeping inmates of fathers, mothers, and children ï outbuildings, containing 

horses, horned cattle, and other animals.  It invaded churches and chapels, 

overthrew tombstones, and disturbed the dead in their graves.  It cleared out and 

carried away the contents of warehouses, dyehouses; and shops.  The scene which 

presented itself at daybreak, along the Digley and Holme valleys, was one of a 

deeply overwhelming nature, and of which the most graphic description would 

fail to convey to the reader an adequate idea.  Roads and streets had been 

ploughed up.  Some fences had been swept away, and bridges had disappeared.  

Wherever the eye rested it witnessed a scene of havoc and ruin.  The land along 

the valley was strewn for miles with uprooted trees, massive stones, and wrecks of 

buildings.  Here and there were seen huge boilers and other ponderous bodies 
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which had been dislodged by the torrent, and thrown on the banks of the river.  It 

was subsequently ascertained that 81 individuals had perished in this flood; that 

property variously estimated at from £50,000 to £250,000 in value had been 

destroyed, and 7,000 industrious artisans thrown out of employment.ò 

How nobly the appeal for assistance was responded to by the nation is well 

known ï and the mode of distribution of the fund raised equally so. 

It was felt that such a calamity, and such generosity ought not to be allowed to 

pass away unheeded and unrecorded.  As a permanent record it was decided that 

five almshouses should be erected; and the plan of Mr. Hill, of Leeds, having been 

selected, the foundation stone was laid with all due ceremony on the 21st April in 

this year, by C.S. Floyd Esq., on behalf of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 

Freemasons.  The houses are now nearly completed; and whilst they form the 

most ornamental building yet erected in Holmfirth, all has not been sacrificed to 

ornament; for within they are comfortable and complete in their arrangement,  In 

a niche in the tower, a tablet is placed, bearing the following inscription: - 

 

ñIN DEI GLORIAMò 

 

ñThese Almshouses built and endowed by public subscription, and by the 

proceeds of a bazaar promoted by the ladies of the neighbourhood as a memorial 

of the Holmfirth Flood, caused by the bursting of the Bilberry Reservoir on 

February 5th, 1852, by which 81 lives were lost, and an immense amount of 

property destroyed; and as a further memorial of the national munificence for the 

alleviation of that calamity, are dedicated to the poor of the townships of Holme, 

Austonley, Cartworth, Wooldale, Upperthong, Netherthong, and Honley, for ever. 

 

ñMDCCCLV1ò 

 

At the principal entrance, when completed, will be inscribed on a scroll the name 

of ñWilliam Hill, architect;ò and also on a table the names of the donor of the site 

of the building ï Cookson Stephenson, Esq., and the fourteen original trustees. 

The funds in hand being not more than sufficient to pay for the erection of the 

building - the site having been given - a question arose how sufficient funds were 

to be raised for the endowment of the alms houses, for which, at least, £1,000 

would be required.  At this juncture the ladies of Holmfirth, with ready hands and 

benevolent hearts, came forth and prevented the whole scheme from becoming 

nullified.  They suggested the holding of a bazaar, and the proposition was 

readily assented to.  A committee of ladies was at once formed to carry the design 

into execution.  From that time numbers of ladies have been untiringly devoting 

their talents and energies to the production of articles suited for the intended 
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bazaar.  Other patronage was also vouchsafed to the undertaking, - donations of 

various valuable articles being received from beyond the immediate 

neighbourhood.  The ladies committee were thus encouraged to cheerfully carry 

on their self-imposed work to a triumphant issue. 

The following donations of sums of £5 and upwards have been received by the 

Ladies Committee, viz : - The Earl of Dartmouth, £10; Mrs. Cooper, of Leeds, 

£10;J.T. Fisher, Esq., of Marsden, J.P., £10; William Bingley, Esq., of Ellerslie 

Lodge, near Peniston, and Miss Bingley, £10; E.H. Harrison, Esq., of Liverpool, 

£10; a friend, by William Harpin, Esq., of Liverpool, £10;the Bishop of Ripon, £5; 

Mrs. Burton, of Leeds, £5; a friend, ditto, £5; the Rev. R.H. Shaw, ditto, £5; 

T.P. Crosland, Esq., of Gledholt, J.P., £5; Abraham Hirst, Esq., of Hullen Edge, 

£5; George Jessop, Esq., of Honley, £5; Edward Hardy, Esq., of Shepley Hall, £5; 

Bentley Shaw Esq., of Woodfield House, £5; Samuel Leycock, Esq., of Bradford, 

J.P., £5; S. Leycock Tee, Esq., ditto, £5. 

Many contributions of minor amounts were also liberally forwarded; besides 

articles, some of them of considerable value, from our principal shopkeepers in 

Huddersfield, including Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Gregory, drapers, Mr Robinson, of 

Westgate, grocer; Mr. Heslop and Mr Cooper, silversmiths; Mr. W.H.A. Roebuck, 

cabinet maker; and Mr J. Brook, Stamp-office.  To name these contributors only, 

must not be thought invidious; and it is possible that inadvertently we may have 

omitted names that ought to have been mentioned.  In addition to the refreshments 

announced last week, as contributed by Mrs. Wigney, of the George Hotel, Mrs. 

Bradley, of the Imperial Hotel, Mrs. Bottomley, of the Cherry Tree Inn, and Mrs. 

Veevers, of the Queen Hotel, the name of Mrs. Moore, of the Railway Station 

Hotel, Huddersfield, must also have a place.  It will be seen that no mention is 

here of the contributions in Holmfirth; for where all have done their duty, it 

becomes unnecessary and impossible to give particulars. 

Mr. Floyd, on behalf of the Ladies Committee, and by their request, applied to Sir 

John Ramsden for a donation in aid of the fund.  Sir John, with characteristic 

liberality, in lieu of a donation sent a letter, which we think ought to be placed on 

record : - 

                                                                                              Buckden, Sept.12, 1856 

Sir John Ramsden acknowledges the receipt of Mr. Floydôs letter, requesting him 

to subscribe to the Holmfirth bazaar.  Sir John regrets that he cannot comply with 

this request.  Owing to the great number of similar applications he receives, he is 

compelled to limit his contributions to those places which have an especial claim 

upon him. 

C.S. Floyd, Esq., Holmfirth. 
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This response furnishes a remarkable contrast to the liberality of the Earl of 

Dartmouth, who, having no property in Holmfirth, presented £10; whilst Sir John 

has a large tenantry residing in Holmfirth and its neighbourhood, who hold 

stands and shops in the Huddersfield Piece-hall, and warehouses in the town.  A 

gentleman, on hearing this letter read, characteristically remarked, ñWell our 

firm have been tenants to Sir John Ramsdenôs family for the last 60 years, and I 

did not expect an answer like that.ò 

The receipt of Sir Johnôs letter caused great surprise, not only amongst the ladies 

of the committee, but amongst the gentlemen of the district, who had certainly, for 

such an object, expected better things from one whose property and possession 

derive no small share of benefit from the enterprise and energy of the inhabitants 

of the vale of the Holme. 

 

THE BAZAAR 

 

All was preparation on the part of the committee, and anticipation on the part of 

the public, during the early portion of the week.  On Tuesday afternoon the Town 

Hall was opened for public inspection ï each visitor paying an entrance fee of 

half a crown for the privilege. The coup dôoeil from the gallery was magnificent.  

The stalls were arranged on each side of the hall, covered with white and pink 

calico; and in front were variegated designs in needlework serving for bannerets.  

The Corinthian pillars supporting the roof near the platform were entwined with 

wreaths, having pendant the letters V.A. and a star, formed of dahlias; whilst on 

one side of the hall was a large union jack, and on the other a tricolour.  The 

decorations were beautifully and tastefully completed under the superintendence 

of Mr. Iveson and Mr. Chas. Taylor.   

The platform was filled with various ornamented articles of domestic use; the 

stalls were crowded to excess with every variety of needlework, glittering in all 

the colours of the rainbow, and space could not be found for display of the whole 

stock which had been provided.  The body of the hall was filled with the elite of 

the neighbourhood, given to the whole a rich and animated appearance. 

Such a display of articles of needlework, both for variety and execution, has 

perhaps never been equalled in this district, and it was declared by several who 

have witnessed both our metropolitan and large provincial bazaars, that though 

the latter exceeded Holmfirth in quantity, yet it was not surpassed for the artistic 

excellence of the productions. 

 

*  
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THE STALLS 
 

The ladies who had undertaken to preside at the stalls, balloted for precedence, 

and thus the order in which they had been announced was altered.  The following 

was the order in which the fell by the ballot: - 

STALL No. 1 ï Mrs. Fearon, the Parsonage, Holmbridge; Mrs. Flower, The 

Parsonage, Upperthong; Mrs. Charlesworth, South House; Mrs. Farrar, Lane 

House; Mrs. John Barber, Holmbridge; Mrs Edmond Barber, Holmbridge; and 

Miss Stephenson, South House.  

One of the most attractive objects on this stall was a splendid specimen of 

needlework in a finely carved rosewood frame, shield form.  The flowers were 

worked in wool, consisting of roses, lilies, convolvuluses, tulips, and other flowers 

artistically grouped on a dark ground so as to display them more effectively.  

Antimacassars were in great variety.  Splendidly worked dark crimson and drab 

smoking caps were in great number.  On hassocks, ladies bags, and chair covers, 

the whole art of ornamentation in wool seemed to have been lavished.  There 

were also some droll-looking dolls, more remarkable from their grotesqueness 

than elegance of form.  A splendid ornamented cushion, with white, crimson, and 

blush roses, worked in beads on a white ground, was deserving of commendation.  

There were several mats of pearl and beads, interspersed with silver thread and 

wool work; and some light and fanciful ivory fans; and there seemed to be an 

endless amount of bead work - whilst at the end of the room, under the gallery, 

was arranged a vast quantity of babies clothing. 

STALL No. 2 ï Mrs Moorhouse, Holmfirth; Mr Hawksworth, Holmfirth; Mrs 

Trotter, Burn-lee; Miss Harpin, Birks-house; and Miss Woodhead, the Ridings. 

A splendid worked stool cover, having a design in the centre of roses in different 

tints, interspersed with moss rose buds, was remarkable for beautiful execution.  

There were also some finely formed hand screens, having groups of flowers 

painted upon them.  A large number of cushions in blue, green, olive-green, and 

crimson, with ornamental foliage in wool work.  Artificial roses of various tints, 

which viewed at a distance, might have mistaken for the productions of nature.  A 

delicately worked and tastefully designed pincushion, with white satin ground, 

decorated with bunches of artificial snowdrops at each corner, and a small 

wreath of flowers in wool work in the centre; and a magnificent group of water-

lilies in wax, on a gilt stand.  There was besides a tiny mahogany Tudor bedstead, 

with well worked fringes, hangings and all other appurtenances complete, even to 

the recumbent doll.  For the convenience of the gentlemen, a large number of 

handsomely worked slippers in wool were provided.  There were also excellent 

specimens of jacquard weaving displayed, the most attractive being a full-length 

portrait of General Washington.  Patience must surely have been almost 
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exhausted in the labour of producing the numerous fine chair and stool covers 

exhibited. 

STALL No. 3 ï Mrs. Floyd, Sands; Mrs. Dyson, Moorfield-house; Mrs G.N. 

Nelson, The Hagg; Misses Sykes, Holmfirth; and Misses Beeley, Beech-house. 

The most attractive article on this stall was a unique chair in Berlin and German 

wools, consisting of floral and foliage designs of exquisite workmanship.  Another 

object of admiration was an alabaster vase, filled with artificial roses, lilies, 

fuchsias, petunias, hyacinths, and laburnums. Near this was a china time piece, 

and a group of water-lilies in wax, with a few delicate forget-me-nots artistically 

introduced.  There were also displayed a tiny Tudor bed-stead complete, with wax 

doll reposing thereon; some elegantly worked ladies slippers in crimson and 

gold; a miniature cot in wood, with ivory mountings, furnished with checked silk 

coverlid, surmounted by a crown in bead work.  There were also several 

ornamental octagon ladiesô work boxes, furnished with all the necessary 

requisites; and a large number of light hand baskets, with different shaded silk 

trimmings.  Here also the comfort of the gentleman had not been forgotten; for we 

noticed a large number of braces and smoking caps, on which an almost endless 

amount of labour had been extended in their decoration. A small carved German 

box was much admired for the   carvings upon the lid.  The was endless variety of 

book-marks;, with mottoes from scripture, and various languages; some 

splendidly worked cushions in wool of elegant design; and a large amount of 

bead work; consisting of articles of nearly every description to which the art can 

be applied.  Connected with this stall was two elegant chairs made up, beside a 

beautiful banner screen and several ottomans, which were placed on the platform, 

as also were other things of the same kind belonging to other stalls. 

STALL No. 4 ï Mrs. Leach, the Parsonage, Holmfirth; Mrs. Hinchliffe, Nabb 

House; Mrs. Iveson, Holmfirth; Mrs. Gartside, Carr House; Mrs. H. Booth, 

Thorp Heys; and Mrs. Cuttell, Undercliffe. 

At this stall attention was first rivetted by a beautiful chair cover in wools, the 

design consisting of a group of roses, lilies, and other choice flowers of giant size.  

Next, a pair of small cushion covers in wool, the one representing a family of 

spaniel dogs, and the other a tiger cat with its litter of young.  There was also a 

fine screen in wool, representing a bird perched over a group of flowers.  

Amongst the smaller articles displayed was an exquisitely executed card basket in 

leather, the border being decorated with flowers and foliage of the same material; 

a magnificent basket of flowers in wool and wax, elegantly designed; a large 

number of table mats in wool, and an elaborately executed alum basket, filled 

with artificial flowers. 

THE PLATFORM was covered with a splendidly worked Jacquard carpet, on 

which was displayed a large variety of articles suitable for domestic and 
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devotional comfort.  These articles have been referred to, and belong to the 

various stalls, but had been placed there for want of room on the respective stalls.  

In the centre was a superb fire screen, with gilt pillar and claw in dead and 

burnished gold, the screen being in the bannerette form; the ground work was of 

white beading, the centre filled with a tasteful bouquet of flowers and foliage in 

wool.  There was several pew kneeling cushions, with Mosaic work in Berlin 

wool; numerous hassock, stools, buffets, and music stools, covered with 

needlework of elegant design.  Two magnificent easy chairs were also displayed.  

The frames were carved rosewood, the seats and backs being covered with floral 

wool-work; there were also other chairs similarly decorated.  On the walls were 

suspended two engravings ï the frames of which were universally admired and 

commended.  The larger was an engraving, entitled, ñComing of age in the olden 

time,ò having a most elegant frame in oak coloured leather.  The chasteness and 

beauty of its design, and the intricacy of manipulation which had been evidently 

required for its completion, must have been immense, and redounds to the credit 

of the fair ones who have devoted time and exercised ingenuity in producing such 

an artistic and tasteful work.  Hanging beside this, was a lithograph of an angler, 

in an oval frame of drab leather; both picture frames being the work of the same 

lady, who designed the larger leather frame.  At the top was a cluster of grapes 

intermingled with various flowers. At the bottom was a pendant group of the fir 

apples and foliage.  The surrounding frame was of ample width, displaying great 

taste and delicacy in its formation.  There was also a fine watercolour drawing, in 

gilt frame, of the object for which the bazaar was held ï the Holmfirth 

Monumental Houses.  An excellent cottage piano, which was for sale, was played 

by a pupil of Mr. J. Wood, accompanied by Mr. Drake on the cornopean.  

In addition to the articles for sale, a Holmfirth gentleman generously contributed 

a valuable phaeton, with lamp, rug, whip, and everything complete, together with 

a good set of harness, in aid of the bazaar, which was raffled for in 30 shares at 

£1 each, Mr. G.H. Hinchliff being the lucky winner. 

Wednesday morning, the day on which the sale was to commence, dawned most 

gloomily; and about twelve oôclock the rain commenced and continued pouring 

down for the remainder of the day.  The morning was inaugurated with joyous 

peals from the church bells; and the temperance brass band, seated in front of the 

Town Hall gave selections of approved music.  Notwithstanding the unfavourable 

weather, a large number of respectable families arrived by the morning train, and 

others poured in from all parts of the district.  The hall was soon filled with a 

gaily attired assembly, and purchases were made on a most extensive scale, 

giving every prospect that the anticipations formed of a sufficient fund being 

raised would be fully realised ï a result which will be deemed by the ladies an 

ample recompense for the really hard work they have so cheerfully undergone, for 
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Charity ever 

Finds in the act reward, and needs no trumpet 

In the receiver 

At six oôclock, as a signal for departure, the band struck up the National Anthem, 

when the whole of the persons present spontaneously joined in singing ñGod save 

the Queen.ò  Three cheers were afterwards given for the ladies with one more, 

after which, for that day, the bazaar closed. 

About 24 gentlemen subsequently dined together in one of the refreshment rooms, 

at which C.S. Floyd Esq., presided, and James Bates, Esq., occupied the vice-

chair.  On the right of the chair the Rev. T.B. Bensted, of Lockwood, the Rev. 

J.Fearon, of Holm-bridge, T.P. Crosland, Esq., J.P., and others; and on the left, 

Joshua Moorhouse, Esq., J.P., George Hincliffe, Esq., Abel Cuttell, Esq., the 

Chief Constable, and others.  The usual toasts were given, and that especially 

befitting the occasion, ñThe ladies promoting the bazaar,ò proposed from the 

chair, was drunk with the greatest enthusiasm, and was responded to by several 

of the gentlemen present, who divided the honours amongst them.  Able speeches 

were likewise delivered by the rev. gentlemen present, Mr Crosland and Mr 

Moorhouse; and after a most happy evening spent, the company separated. 

On the evening of the following day the ladies connected with the bazaar, to the 

number of 24 ï a beautiful sight ï sat down to coffee, after which the gentlemen 

followed with a repast of the same beverage; and the toasts becoming the 

occasion were drunk with enthusiasm. 

On Thursday the day was more propitious; but it was not until afternoon that the 

room became crowded, and it then became crowded in every part.  It was 

impossible for anyone to get to the stalls, and the ladies, every active, were to be 

seen carrying various articles and offering them for sale whilst winding about 

through the company.  In this task they also found assistants in several young 

gentlemen. 

It was announced early yesterday (Friday) morning that the bazaar would finally 

close at eight oôclock.  At that hour, however, it was found impossible to close, 

owing to the large influx of visitors; but about nine oôclock the Nation Anthem 

was struck up as a signal for the bazaar to be closed; and after the air had been 

played, the Rev. John Fearon stepped forward on the platform along with other 

gentlemen, and in a few eloquent remarks, proposed a vote of thanks to the ladies 

for their kind and indefatigable exertions in promoting the bazaar, - Mr Floyd 

seconded the motion, and proposed three hearty cheers for the ladies, which were 

most enthusiastically responded to.  One cheer was also given for the almshouses, 

and one for Holmfirth, after which the Nation Anthem, led by Miss Charlesworth 

and Miss Hinchliffe, of the neighbouring church choirs, was sung in good style, 

and the company began very reluctantly to separate. 
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The Alms Houses on completion in 1856 

 

The receipts for admission for the four days were ï Tuesday and Wednesday, £47; 

Thursday, £17; Friday, £6; total £70. 

We are not in a position to state the gross receipts of the bazaar, the accounts not 

having been made up at the time our parcel was despatched by the last train; but 

we believe we are warranted in saying that the most sanguine hopes of the 

promoters will be realised, and that the noble sum of £1000 will be the result of 

the united endeavours of the ladies of Holmfirth to endow the almshouses.  All 

honour and praise are due to them! 
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THE CONSECRATION OF THE HOLME VALLEY LODGE  
 

The Holme Valley Lodge was consecrated two years after receiving the Warrant 

of Constitution.  Regrettably as the minutes of the lodge for that period are lost, 

there is no record of the event.  

However the following report of the ceremony appeared in the Huddersfield 

Chronicle on Saturday, 4th July 1857 and gives a clear account of the proceedings 

of what must be regarded as the most important event in the lodgeôs history: 

 

A Provincial Grand Lodge of West Yorkshire was held at the Victoria Hotel, in 

the lodge-room of The Holme Valley Lodge, No 937, on Wednesday, at which, 

besides the usual business, the interesting ceremony of the consecration of The 

Holme Valley Lodge took place.  There were present Bro. George Fearnley, M.D. 

of Dewsbury, the W.D.P.G.M.; Bro. The Rev A.F.A. Woodford, M.A. rector of 

Swillington West, Leeds, P.S.G.W.; Bro. C.S. Floyd, of Holmfirth, P.P.S.G.W.; 

Bro. Bentley Shaw, J.P., of Woodfield House, P.P.S.G.W.; Bro. James Franklin of 

Halifax, P.J.G.W.; Bro. Christopher Waud, of Bradford, P.P.J.G.W.; Bro. James 

Peace, of Huddersfield, P.P.J.G.W.; Bro. The Rev. H. De L. Willis D.D. of 

Bradford, P.G. Chaplain; Bro. William Dixon of Morley P.G. Treas.; Bro. John 

Batley of Leeds, P.G.Reg.; Bro. William Perkin, P.P.G R.; Bro. R.A. Nelson, of 

Dewsbury, P.G. Sec.; Bro. R Addiman, P.S.G.D.; Bro. G.T. Wright, P.P.S.G.D.; 

Bro. J.T.V. Hardy P.J.G.D.; Bro. D. Berry, P.G.Sup. of W.; Bro. William Kilner, 

P.P.G.S.; Bro. Wm. Smith, P.P.G.D.C.; Bro D. Salmond, P.G.S.B.; Bro. Joe 

Wood, P.G.Org.; Bro. J. Siddall, P.G. Par.; Bro.W. Gath, P.G.S.; Bro. T. Wood, 

P.G.S.; Bro. Harry Baines, P.G.S.; Bro. A. Ingleman, P.G.S.; Bro. John Beckett, 

P.G. Tyler; Bro. George Ingleson, P.G. Tyler; together with other P.P. Grand 

officers and a large assembly of other brethren from the several lodges in the 

province, including the following brethren belonging to The Holme Valley Lodge: 

- Bro. Jos. Mellor, W.M.; Bro. John Burton, S.W.; Bro. G.N. Nelson, J.W.; Bro. 

George Eastwood, Sec.; Bro John Woodhead, S.D.; Bro. John Harpin, J.P., J.D.; 
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Bro. Charles Taylor, D.C. Bros. Frank Littlewood, Henry Tinker and Thomas 

Hinchliffe, stewards. 

After the Lodge had been duly consecrated according to the ancient ritual of 

freemasonry by Bro. The Rev. Dr. Willis, the P.G. Chaplain, and after the P.G. 

Lodge had closed, about fifty of the brethren adjourned to a sumptuous banquet 

provided for the occasion by Mrs Kippax, which was got up in her best style and 

gave evident satisfaction to all assembled.  The chair was taken by Br. Dr. 

Fearnley, W.D.P.G.M., the vice-chairs being occupied by Bros. the Rev. A.F.C. 

Woodford and Bro. Jas. Franklin. 

On the right of the chair were Bro. Christopher Ward, Bro. Bentley Shaw, Bro, 

J.T.V. Hardy, Bro. R.R. Nelson, &c.  On the left Bro. the Rev. Dr. Willis, Bro. C.S. 

Floyd, Bro. William Dixon, Bro John Batley, Bro. William Perkin, Bro. G.T. 

Wright, Bro. John Harpin, &c. 

The following toasts were proposed in succession by the D.P.G.M.  ñHer Majesty 

the Queen.ò  ñH.R.H. the Prince Consort, Albert Prince of Wales, and the rest of 

the Royal Family,ò  ñThe Army and Navy,ò responded to by Bro. Harpin.  ñThe 

Right Hon. The Earl of Zetland, M.W.G.M. of England.ò   

ñThe Right Hon. Lord Panmure, R.W.D.G.M., and the Officers of Grand Lodge.ò  

Bro. The Rev. A.F.A. Woodford proposed, ñThe Right Hon. The Earl of 

Mexborough, R.W.P.G.M. of West Yorkshire,ò responded to by Dr. Fearnley,  

Bro. The Rev Dr. Willis proposed, ñBro. Dr. Fearnley, W.D.P.G.M. of West 

Yorkshire,ò responded to by Dr Fearnley; who then proposed ï ñThe S. and J.G. 

Wardens, and the rest of the P.G. officers,ò responded to by the several brethren 

included in the toast. 

Bro. C.S. Floyd proposed ñThe Rev and Worshipful P.G. Chaplain and the P.P.G. 

Chaplains,ò responded to by the Rev Dr Willis.  The D.PG.M. proposed, ñThe 

W.P.P.G. Wardens and the P.P.G. Officers,ò responded to by Bro C. Ward  (Bro. 

Bentley Shaw had been obliged to leave at an early hour.)   

The D.P.G.M. also proposed, ñProsperity to The Holme Valley Lodge, 937,ò 

responded to by Bro. Floyd. 

The following toasts were also proposed: -  ñThe W.Môs and P.Môs of Lodges,ò 

responded to by Bro. Jos. Mellor.  ñOur visiting brethren,ò responded to by Bro. 

T.A. Haigh, of Meltham.  ñMasonsô Wives and Masonsô Sweethearts,ò responded 

to by all the bachelor Masons. 

The toasts and speeches were interspersed with excellent songs and glees.  Bro. 

Joseph Wood presided at the pianoforte; and after spending a most pleasant 

evening, the brethren separated.  The next P.G. Lodge meeting will be held in 

Leeds. 

     *  
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On Wednesday, the 7th of July 1858, the year following the consecration, 

Provincial Grand Lodge again held itôs meeting at the Town Hall, Holmfirth, and 

was attended, on this occasion, by the Earl of Mexborough, the R.W.P.G.M., and 

W. Bro. Dr. George Fearnley, D.P.G.M.  

The Earl of Mexborough had reached the age of seventy-five the previous 

Saturday.  

Following the close of business, which commenced at 2.30 pm, fifty-two of the 

Brethren adjourned to the Victoria Hotel where they dined at the festive board and 

where the chair was occupied by the Right Hon. the Earl of Mexborough.  The 

cost of the banquet provided was 3/6d each.  After the festivities music played a 

large part in the celebrations, as songs accompanied each of the fourteen toasts. 

Following the festive board thanks were returned with a rendering of Non Nobis 

Domine óNot to us, not to us, O Lord, But to your name give gloryô, the loyal 

toast was proposed, after which the brethren sang, óGod Save the Queenô.  This 

was followed in turn by óGentlemen of England,ô óWhen stormy winds do blow,ô 

óAzure main,ô óRule Britannia,ô óProsper the Art,ô óHail to the Craft,ô óWhen Time 

was Entwining,ô óProsper the Art,ô óPass the Red Wine,ô óThe Rolling Zidder 

Zee,ô óGood night,ô óJoin all in Harmony,ô óHereôs a Health to Old England,ô 

óPratty Flowers,ô óFarmers Boy,ô óProsper the Artô and finally óHereôs a Health to 

all Good Lasses.ô This was the first occasion that Pratty Flowers was recorded as 

having been sung at The Holme Valley Lodge. 

The toast, óto the Worshipful Masters and Masters of Lodges in the Provinceô, 

was proposed by W. Bro. G. Fearnley D.P.G.M. and the response given by John 

Burton, who although no records of his installation exist, was recorded in the 

Huddersfield Chronicle on Saturday, the 10th July 1858, as being the Worshipful 

Master of The Holme Valley Lodge at that time. 
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Programme of toasts proposed at the Provincial 

Grand Lodge meeting held at the Victoria Hotel 

 Wednesday 7th July 1858 

 



 

 48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARLY YEARS  

 
Since the minute books covering the period 1855 ï 1878 are lost, the early years 

of The Holme Valley Lodge have become somewhat shrouded in mystery, 

however the contribution book, which had its first entry on Wednesday, the 24th 

October 1855, contains the names of eighteen Brethren who are shown to have 

paid a joining fee of £1.1.0 each, along with the names of two honorary members, 

James Peace and William Smith.  

In the absence of Cookson Stephenson Floyd, James Peace acted as Worshipful 

Master at the first meeting of the lodge held on Friday the 23rd November 1855. 

Despite the lack of official minutes of business transacted during this period, draft 

copies of these were found and transcribed in 2007 from a notebook belonging to 

Mary Taylor, the daughter of Charles Taylor, the Master of The Holme Valley 

Lodge in 1860, and its Secretary in 1862.   

At the centre of the notebook were one hundred conundrums and their answers, at 

the rear an essay on óThe Epic Poetô, but at the front were found the pencilled 

draft minutes of meetings held between the 17th of January 1862 and the 15th of 

November 1867.   

Whilst being rather sparse these minutes did however confirm the names of the 

early officers of the lodge.  They also showed the names, and period served in 

office, of the Masters installed between 1862 and 1867.  These dates however, did 

not correspond with those which have appeared on lodge summonses since 

eighteen ninety-seven.  

Further verification of the inaccuracy of these dates can be found in the 

Treasurerôs account book of 1859, when the audited accounts of 1858 were 

signed, and witnessed, on the 18th January 1859 by George N. Nelson W.M., John 

Burton P.M., John Harpin S.W., Charles Taylor J.W., and F. Littlewood, 

Honorary Secretary.  

These are the first set of audited accounts of The Holme Valley Lodge to be 

signed by a Worshipful Master, albeit one whose year in office has been printed 

in error for over one hundred years on the lodge summons as 1860.  It had been 

previously thought years that John Burton was the Master during that year. 
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The following year a letter was sent to the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W. 

Bro. G. Fearon, regarding the criteria determining the suitability of new members 

who wished to join the craft.   

His reply to this letter, which is dated the 20th January 1860 is one of two dated 

letters in possession of The Holme Valley Lodge, and is addressed to the 

Worshipful Master, W. Bro. Charles Taylor. 

 

Letter from Deputy Provincial Grand Master re: - Mr James Holmes: 

 

Charles Taylor Esq., W.M. 937 

 

Dewsbury  

January 20th 1860 

 

W. Sir and Brother, 

 

Your first letter came duly to hand and the reason I did not answer it was a hope 

that opportunity might occur which would enable one to have a personal 

interview with you on the subject.  It is a question without the pale of official 

interference and all I can do is to confine myself to a suggestion or two. 

I would first observe that it would indeed be foreign to the principles of our order 

if we were to take the standard of admission upon brilliance of talent or any one 

particular property.  If a man be a ógood man and trueô in reputable 

circumstances and of average ability to keep his own counsel and not brawl and 

by opposition to the sentiments of others tend to make them uncomfortable and 

withal of irreproachable moral character, I think him eligible for admission. 

If a man appears to take a different view of things to what I do and has a 

conscientious conviction that he has used every reasonable means of arriving at a 

correct judgement upon matters of a general character, he has as much right to 

his opinion as I have to mine, and it is in my mind a great feature in our glorious 

craft that being essentially a social constitution by the exercise of mutual 

forbearance it tends to soften down our differences and rub off asperities which 

might otherwise impede our progress and happenings in life. 

Again if as you assert Mr Holmes is in óeverything else a fit and proper person to 

be admittedô I think the mere circumstances of an unfortunate variance in times 

gone by with our late lamented Bro. Floyd should not operate as a barrier against 

his admission, nor can I see that such admission could in my fairness be 

construed as an óact of injusticeô to Bro. Floydôs memory. 

On the contrary if it be the opinion of the Brethren that his entrance would cause 

discord, dissention or other feeling tending to disturb the harmony at present  
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The oldest summons dated April 30th 1860 held by 

The Holme Valley Lodge 
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existing amongst the members of The Holme Valley Lodge, over which you have 

the honour to preside by all means keep him out.  After all this is a matter which 

must be left to the judgment of each individual member of our Lodge.  Not 

doubting that you will arrive at a correct conclusion and with best wishes to 

yourself and all the Brethren at Holmfirth. 

 

I remain 

Yours faithfully and fraternally 

 

Geo. Fearnley 

D.P.G.M. 

 

James Holmes, to whom the letter referred, appears to have been at variance at 

some time previously with Cookson Stephenson Floyd, and it was not until after 

Floydôs death that he was balloted for and initiated on the 6th April 1860.  He was 

later installed Worshipful Master on St. Thomasôs day, Friday the 21st December 

1866. 

Held in the archives of The Holme Valley Lodge is an early summons dated the 

30th April 1860 showing Bro. Charles Taylor holding the office of Worshipful 

Master and that the ceremonies performed on that night were the raising of Bro. 

Thomas Barber followed by the passing of Bro. James Holmes. 

The earliest official reference to those holding office can be found in the book of 

the bye-laws, which was presented for the approval of the Brethren at the meeting 

held on the 8th February 1861 and signed by every member of the lodge.  

Since every Brother was required to sign the book it would suggest that the lodge 

now had eighteen members. 

Those who signed were: - John M. Woodhead, W.M., George Lawton, S.W., 

Henry Tinker, J.W., Charles Taylor, P.M., George N. Nelson, P.M., Edward 

Fozzard, Charles Dyson, P.M. 147, James Holmes, Thomas Hinchliffe, Thomas 

Barber, George Greenwood, George Eastwood, P.M. 174, Joseph Mellor, P.M., 

Charles Battye, Joseph Robert, John Burton, P.M., John Harpin, T (Treasurer) and 

Joseph Mellor. 

The book of bye-laws was subsequently printed by Joseph Crosland of Holmfirth 

in 1861 and also confirms John M. Woodhead as Worshipful Master.  

The bye-laws stated that the regular meeting of the lodge:  

 

óshall take place at the Victoria Hotel, Holmfirth, on the Friday nearest every full 

moon save when such day shall be Good Friday or Christmas day, in either of 

which cases the meeting shall be held on the Friday next ensuing.ô 
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The meeting was to be opened punctually at seven oôclock in the evening and was 

to be closed at or before half past nine.  In the event of urgent business being 

discussed it could remain open until ten oôclock, but no later, and any business 

not concluded was to be postponed until the next regular lodge night, or to a lodge 

of emergency convened for that purpose. 

The proposition fee for possible membership or admission as a joining member 

was to be one guinea.   For initiation, registration and certificate: four guineas, 

and for a joining member two guineas. 

Each memberôs contribution was to commence on the first regular lodge meeting 

following his admission, and was to be two shillings and sixpence per month.   

This however entitled him to refreshments to the value of six pence at each 

regular lodge meeting.   

It was forbidden to enter into any political discussion, propose, join in, or 

countenance any description of gaming, make use of any profound oath or use 

any ungentlemanly or unmasonic language.  

On breach of this regulation, the offending Brother could be fined such an amount 

as was deemed appropriate, and should a member enter the lodge in a state of 

intoxication, or speak or conduct himself disorderly or disrespectfully, the matter 

was referred to the committee, who could admonish, suspend or exclude him from 

membership of the lodge. 

*  

The first new member was Brother George Noble Nelson, a manufacturer of 

Hagg, who joined from the Lodge of Truth on the 23rd November 1855, when it 

was reported that he presented the lodge with a very costly case of Masonic 

working tools.   

The case was made of mahogany and contained a rosewood square, level and 

plumb rule, a silver hammer with ebony handle, silver skirret or skerret, silver 

pencil case, silver compasses, chisel and twenty-four inch gauge.  

On the outside of the lid of the case was a brass plate engraved, óPresented to The 

Holme Valley Lodge No 937 by Brother G.N. Nelson D.C. 26th October 1855.ô   

All the items with the exception of the rosewood level and the silver pencil case 

are still in the possession of the lodge and are used regularly at the installation of 

the new Master in December. 

It is recorded that Bro. Joseph Mellor S.W. and Bro. John Moorhouse Woodhead 

also presented valuable implements to the Lodge but it is not known what these 

were. 

The first initiate was John Harpin, a stone merchant of Burnlee, who was admitted 

into Freemasonry on the 21st December 1855, and whilst it had been though that 

he was installed as Master in December 1862 and that he had served in office 

until December 1863, he was in fact installed in December 1861 and held the  
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Set of working tools presented to the Lodge by George Noble Nelson. 

The inscription on the box lid reads 

Presented to The Holme Valley Lodge No 937 by Bro.G.N. Nelson D.C.  

26th October 1855 
 

 

 

 


